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Political participation, as a major indicator to measure the level of political 
modernization, plays an important role in modern political life. Many scholars have 
deeply researched this thesis. Among them, Samuel Phillips Huntingdon’s theory of 
political participation is highly original and unique. Huntingdon focuses on 
developing countries’ political situation after World War II, and explores the 
interrelationship between political participation and socio-economic modernization. 
Liberal participatory model theory holds that economic development can boost the 
expansion of political participation in an orderly way. However, Huntingdon finds 
that the liberal participatory model is not applicable to developing countries after 
World War II by studies the status quo of those countries. First of all, he criticizes the 
liberal participatory model theory and then put forward four political participation 
models which are more in accord with the reality of those developing countries. 
Finally, he concludes that there had always been some unbridgeable conflicts 
between political participation and other targets of modernization. As to the 
conclusion above, Huntingdon regard political participation as the by-product of 
modernization instead of the result of any elite’s intentional selection or the goal of 
development. He also emphasizes that it is indispensable to restrict political 
participation in order to realize political stability if the level of contemporary 
political institutionalization is low. And that is the core of Huntingdon’s theory. 
This paper interprets Huntingdon’s theory of political participation by using 
documentary method and comparative historical approach, and further analyzes the 
status quo in China by using Huntingdon’s theory of political participation, and 
comes to the conclusion that the prevailing level of political participation and 
political institutionalization in China is low. Based on this conclusion, this paper 
proposes some enlightenments of Huntingdon’s theory of political participation. That 
is, on the one hand, the government should tolerates and keep political apathy to a 














should raise the level of political institutionalization, optimize and expand channels 
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